DISCUSSION.
Dr. BOLAM suggested that the patient's skin should be tested in its reaction to blistering or a hot bottle. He regarded it as a suspicious lesion, probably an artefact. Her occupation gave her the opportunities for observing effects of that kind.
Dr. ADAMSON said the suggestion made by Dr. Bolam that it might be an artefact occurred to him also, chiefly owing to the peculiar shape of the lesions. He thought the eruption and the scars were possibly produced by applications of hot fomentations or a hot bottle.
Dr. EDDOWES pointed out that there was often a great variation in sclerodermia. He had seen, in the same patients, typical patches of what would be called sclerodermia and others which would be called morphea alba, and large patches of melanodermia and leucodermia. They were almost certainly only stages in the same pathological process. Dr. F. PARKES WEBER agreed that the possibilities of artefaction should always be borne in mind, but he regarded this case as one of the least likely cases to have that causation. He thought it inconceivable that such a condition could have been produced artificially; the distribution, and the uniformly slightly depressed surface, of the pigmented areas were very remarkable. Then there was the absence of any redness, except about the site of the recent biopsy examination. If the condition were the result of artefaction one would have expected, at some time or other, redness and scarring of the affected surface.
Case of Acanthosis Nigricans.
THE patient is a female, aged 39, single, who noticed that her skin was becoming covered with small warts during the summer of 1913. There was a subjective sensation of itching and sometimes a sharp, stinging feeling in the skin. The whole surface of the body, including the limbs, trunk and face, is covered with an eruption of sessile papillomata, varying from the size of a pin's head to a split pea. Some of the papillomata are so minute that they present the appearance of the shining scales of lichen planus. Since the eruption of the warts dark marks have appeared on the neck and in the folds of the joints, which were thought to be dirt. The skin of the neck, axillm, elbows, wrists, groins and knees is distinctly thickened and ichthyotic, and presents a dirty, black, rough surface. The skin of almost all the trunk is deeply bronzed, but there is no pigmentation in the mouth. The patient complains of considerable discomfort from the papillomata on the eyelids. Otherwise there is no evidence of any visceral disease, such as has been described in other cases; there is no general glandular enlargement. The patient is aware of an increasing lassitude and occasional feelings of faintness, which suggests a resemblance to the early symptoms of Addison's disease. Pituitary, thyroid and suprarenal extracts have been tried, without benefit.
Dr. DORE asked whether skiagrams had been taken of the patient's internal organs. He had such a case in which there were no symptoms of visceral disease, but skiagrams, revealed malignant disease of the lung.
Dr. NIXON replied that skiagrams had not been taken, but that should be done.
Case of Congenital Hairy Mole.
By G. NORMAN MEACHEN, M.D.
THE patient was a girl, aged 10, who presented a large hairy mole involving the bathing drawers area, the hair upon which, it was said, had begun to grow at the age of 5. In addition, the rest of the body, face, and limbs was covered with numerous smaller pigmented moles. Over the large one at the back there were three swellings of a lipomatous character, which were said to have made their appearance only two months ago. Three months ago she was taken ill with an illness which was said to be "'paralysis," and on account of some obvious wasting of the gluteal muscles upon the right side I asked Dr. T. R. Whipham, my colleague at the Prince of Wales's Hospital, to see her. He found a good deal of muscular wasting upon the right side, and the knee-jerk was feeble upon that side. Dr. J. Metcalfe was also kind enough to test her electrical reactions, which were as follows: Response to faradism below normal, galvanic reaction normal. The pubic hair was well developed, but the girl had never menstruated. The mother declared that the mole was due to the fact that an elephant thrust its trunk in her face one day at the " Zoo " when she was in the fourth month of her pregnancy.
